Constitution of the Connecticut College Democrats

Preamble

In the goal of advancing equality, opportunity, and freedom in our society, we hereby dedicate ourselves to organizing the participation of Democratic college students at Connecticut College. 

Understanding the importance of participation within the Democratic party to the advancement of Democratic values and principles, we, Democratic college students, do hereby assemble and adopt this constitution as that of the Connecticut College Democrats. 

Article I: Name and Purpose

A) The official name of this organization shall be the Connecticut College Democrats. 

B) The purpose of the Connecticut College Democrats shall be to stimulate political thought and activity on the Connecticut College campus, promote interest in governmental affairs, support the Democratic Party of the United States, and advance its principles and ideals for the enrichment of the community. Furthermore, the Connecticut College Democrats declares its commitment to support all efforts to increase the participation of college students in Democratic and political affairs. 

Article II: Membership

A) Membership may not discriminate on the basis of race, gender, sexual orientation, socioeconomic status, age, religion, national or ethnic origin, visible or invisible disability, or status as a veteran.

B) Voting membership shall be open to all matriculating students of Connecticut College.  

C) Non-voting membership shall be open to all faculty, staff, administration, their families, and members of surrounding communities.

Article III: Leadership

A) Leadership positions shall include a president, vice-president, party chairperson, treasurer, and secretary, who shall form the Executive Board. 

B)
The Executive Board shall meet, on a schedule to be determined by the President, to discuss necessary matters. All members of the Executive Board shall attend regular and executive board meetings on a consistent basis and must be present at all meetings which constitutionally require their presence, otherwise the vote will be delayed.

C) Duties of Officers (in order of ranking):

1) 
The President shall:

a. Be the chief executive officer of the Connecticut College Democrats and its executive board;

b. Define the agenda of the club during his or her tenure and on a meeting- to-meeting basis;

c. Preside over meetings;

d. Be the official club spokesperson and coordinate with national Democratic organizations;

e. Coordinate all club initiatives, unless the responsibility is delegated elsewhere;

f. Be responsible for ensuring that all club members effectively execute their given responsibilities; 

g. Be the official contact and representative to the Student Government Association (SGA);

h. Appoint task committees and committee chairs on an as needed basis. 

2)
The Vice-President shall:

a. Act as the primary aid of the President;

b. Preside over meetings and assume responsibilities of the President in his or her absence;

c. Assist other board members with events and projects on an as needed basis;

d. Be the liaison between committees and the Executive Board to ensure the smooth operation of all committees;

e. Assist committee chairpersons when necessary.  

3)
The Party Chairperson shall:

a. Be elected based upon his or her exceptional knowledge of the Democratic Party, government and politics, and national and international issues; 

b. Act as educator of party platforms and political issues;

c. Ensure that the club maintains its commitment to the principles and ideals of the Democratic Party;

d.  Send weekly e-mails with relevant news articles to keep members informed, unless otherwise instructed.

4)
The Treasurer shall: 

a. Manage the budget and accounts;

b. Direct all fundraising;

c. Request funding from the SGA.

5)
The Secretary shall:

a. Be responsible for keeping and maintaining minutes of meetings;

b. Register new members and update roster;

c. Serve as a liaison between the Executive Board and club members, particularly in regard to meeting logistics;

d. Create official election ballots.

Article IV: Nominations, Elections, and Removal and Leave of Office

A) Nominations: 

1)
Nominations must be submitted in writing to the President by the third to last meeting of the spring semester.

2)
Potential candidates must be registered, voting club members. If a nominee is not present, he or she may still appear on the ballot if all conditions are met;

3)
Should a nominee fail to receive a second, his or her nomination shall be voided. Otherwise, his or her name shall appear on the official election ballot.

4)
At the third to last meeting, the President will request the club to second nominees.

B) Elections: REVISED SECTION
1)
Elections shall be held at the second to last meeting of the spring semester.  

2)
An election committee shall be selected at random before any ballots are cast by a drawing of three names from a container of paper slips with the written names of standard members present at the election meeting not running for any office. This committee shall be responsible for moderating speeches and question and answer sessions of candidates, verifying voting eligibility, facilitating the election, counting ballots, and announcing winners, and administering runoff elections, should they be deemed necessary. 

3)
Presidential candidates shall receive four minutes for speeches before the club, and candidates for all other offices shall be allowed two minutes to speak before the club. If a candidate is unable to be present at the meeting, he or she may appoint another member to speak on his or her behalf.

4)
Five minutes of questions and answers shall be allowed for each presidential candidate. Three minutes shall also be allotted for each candidate for any other position. If a candidate is unable to be present at the meeting, he or she may appoint another member to speak on his or her behalf. 

5)
The club may vote to extend either the time of speeches or the time for questions and answers, provided that each candidate receives an equal amount of time. 

6) Candidates may run for the offices of president, vice president, party chairperson, secretary and treasurer. 

7) A candidate may decide to run for both president and vice president or only one office or the other.  The club will vote for president first, the votes will be tallied and the winner announced.  Those candidates running for president, who have lost, now have the chance to run for vice president if they wish.

8) After the president is chosen, the club will vote for vice president, party chairperson, secretary and treasurer. A plurality vote will determine the winners of each office. 

9) Votes must be cast by secret ballot.

C) Removal and Leave of Office:

1)
Removal from Office:

a. Grounds for removal shall result when an officer does not uphold his or her constitutional responsibilities as deemed by another officer or a voting member;

b. Procedure for Removal:

i. Written notice must be submitted during a standard meeting one week prior to the meeting of which the removal will be discussed and voted upon, and the officer must be notified in writing;

ii. The charged officer shall be given the opportunity to give a written and oral defense to the charges against him or her at the meeting of the vote;

iii. One week after the given notice, the matter shall be voted upon and the officer shall be removed if it is the will of half of present voting members and three-quarters of the Executive Board. The entire Executive Board must be present at the vote. 

2) Leave of Office:

a. The grounds for a leave of office shall result when an officer is no longer able to fulfill his or her constitutional responsibilities. He or she may resign from office with a written resignation. At this time, a special election for replacement shall be held;

b. In the case of vacancy in the office of the President or during the time of a removal hearing, the Vice-President shall assume the role and duties of the President. 

Article V: General Action

A) For any general action presented on the agenda during meetings, the course of action shall be decided by a majority vote in which voting members will raise their hands when “YEA” or “NAY” is called.

B) The Executive Board may veto a general action decision through a unanimous vote, if all board members are present, and with the support of one-third of the general assembly.
Article VI: Amendments

A) Amendments must be presented in writing during a standard meeting one week before a proposed vote.

B) For approval, amendments must be passed by a majority of present voting members and three-fifths of the executive board. The entire executive board must be present at the vote. 

C)
Amendments must be approved by the SGA. 

Article VII: Ratification

The SGA must ratify this constitution.


� This constitution was written by Matthew Listro and Michael Giannotti.





